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Château 
Clinet
Marathon man
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The sports master steps out into the school playground, gulps a lungful of 

His slash of military moustache twitches with satisfaction and, turning on 
his heel, he marches into the maelstrom of the boys’ changing room, boys 

“Today, gentlemen, you are cordially invited to a long-­distance run around 

hour later and the woods are alive with the sound of hyperventilating 
13-­year-­olds staggering through the quagmire, barely recognisable under 

-­
does  

 

is Olympian, isn’t it?

thinking 
-­

cucum  

sauntering to a win without cheating, the dude that snubbed out his fag on a 
 
 
 

History

see

cluster of symbolic vines around the ancienne église, adducing the pres-­

L’Histoire de Pomerol notes 
that “Clin ou Clinet” was a fashionable name during the 16th and 17th 

Register d’Acte de Domesticité, seigneur de 

Molas, who possessed several métayages

-­

hôtel des 

monnaies

royal household, they may well have lived there and appropriated their 

lieu-­dit

Marathon man

Previous page: Who is  
that handsome devil?  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grid reference: p.37, 5D
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Marathon man

-­

into 
see

Féret

see 

1882, when parts of “domaine de Clinet” were sold off to form 
see

By the 1893 edition of Féret, the proprietor of Clinet had changed 
tonneaux/

tonneaux  

Féret

 
 
 

The 1929 edition of Féret records that the annual production of Clinet 
tonneaux Féret see 

capiteux, a 

 

 
indicates the scattering of holdings that surround 

 

1845   

Commune of Pomerol  

Cadaster, the small farm-­
house is depicted with 
vines located behind in a 
lieu-­dit

The wine was highly 

primordial days, and 1837 
records show that both 

tonneaux  
That was not the only 

Le Producteur 
states that Clinet belonged 

were synonymous with 
see

discover how the dynasties 
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Féret lists the numerous med-­

see

who had 

improving the wine by reducing the percentage of both Cabernets 
in favour of Merlot, as well as introducing hand-­harvesting, man-­
ual selection, a longer cuvaison and a higher proportion of new 

already familiar with the vineyard, since Clinet had been one his 
see

was a successful businessman specialising in agriculture, tourism 

 

years of age his interest in wine began to burgeon, particularly after read-­
ing Larousse des Vins

one day my father called and said, ‘Would you be interested in running 

 
pres

-­

separated at harvest since the vines on the upper two-­thirds of 
the incline are more stressed and produce better-­quality fruit that 

 

see

-­

see

see

Marathon man

wonderful illustration  
 

Les Grands Vins de  

la Gironde, with  
turn-­of-­the-­century  

in the shadow of the 

stationary between the 
vines, and assumedly 

illustrates the barrel 

large wooden beams 
and mould on the  

construction of a new 
winery and reposition 

 
decision that he made 
was to halve the price of 

may have perturbed the 
accountant introduced an 
affordable wine to a new 
generation of consumers 
who could no longer afford 

down, quality was going 

now a name on everyone’s 



he might use these additional vines to bolster the production of the second 

What is for sure is that they purchased part of the vines located 

see

“We start with [the vines near the] Syndicat and then move 

appear to be populated by an army of young women; downstairs the 
reception is furnished with a chinoiserie, glass coffee table, leather chairs 

cuvon, that run on rails 

 
 

pigeage with a little pumping  
over and mouillage

 

 

-­

see

occasions and they are both sumptuous wines, perhaps a little rustic, 

legacy and continue to offer immense pleasure, even if the prices have 

Marathon man

There is also an addi-­
tional, rather “unloved” 

Sauvignon that only 
produced something 
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-­
-­

the entry and coming across as a little obvious compared to the previous 

as well opt for the 1997, which sports a ferrous bouquet and a 

were trying to iron-­out the highs and lows of the growing seasons, 

,

 

-­
 

 

 

see

have instilled a sense of humility and he learned a great deal in these early 

and the estate is currently producing wines that stand shoulder to shoulder 

into a groove, found his way both in terms of how he runs this famous 
and

Fever

Marathon man

now feels less coerced to 
push the wines harder 
once they are in vat since 

done in the vineyard in 

 

approachable in its 
youth, responding to the 
fact that many customers 
inhabit cities and are 
either uninterested or 
unable to cellar wines 

recent vintages are 

with higher alcohol levels, 
usually a minimum of 

 

 

 

 
Basel, Switzerland

sommelier sotto voce

See


